














THE JEW; 


REING A DEFENCE OF JUDAISM, AGAINST ALL ADVERSARIES, 
AND PARTICULARLY AGAINST THE INSIDIOUS 
ATTACKS OF 


ISRAEL’S ADVOCATE. 
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“ Hear; for 1do speak of excellent things; and that.which proceedeth from my 

lips are correct things. For my taste is to utter truth; and my lips detest wick-_ 
edness. All the words of my mouth are in righteousness ; there is nothing forward 


or perverse inthem. They are all apparent to him who has understanding; and 
correct to them that find knowledge. Prov. viii. 6,7, 8, 9. 
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The subject offered in this number, is the examination of the 
XVIlIth Chapter of Isaiah, or rather the examination of a Pam- 
phlet called “ Isaiah’s Message to the American Nation,” a small 
work, by John M‘Donald, A. M. of Albany.—I think reprinted at 
the request of the Philadelphia ......ianish* Soeiety, auxiliary to 
the New-York American Society, for meliorating the condition of 
the Jews. Our author’s plan is as follows : ul 


GENERAL VIEW OF THE CHAPTER. 


1. God calls aloud on the American nation—her situation and natienal charac- 
teristics described-—sheltered under the outspread wings of her own eagle—placed 
. beyond the rivers of Cush, at that time the western boundary of Jewish geographi- 
eal knowledge—sending ambassadors by sea and in vessels of reeds on the face of 
her own waters. 2. A commission given to her gospel messengers, represented as. 
qualified and prepared to carry her message tothe dispersion of Jacob—his descrip- 
tion of this people—scattered—plundered—subjected to terror in the extreme—of 
marvellous expectation—in deep oppression, whose country is in complete desola- 


* .....0anish. Reader do not laugh toe loud at my use of this strange word. 
oveses iunish is a much more legitimate word, as an appellative for these societies, than 
Jewish; for they are not Jews, neither are they Jewish. They are ...... ian, and se 
is their object: they are ...... ian Societies for deteriorating the condition of the 
Jews, and to oppose the will of Heaven, by impiously endeavourisg to counteract his 
work in their strange, unhallewed way. 
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tion. 3. A summons to all the inhabitants of the-world on seeing the standard ua~ 
furled and hearing the sound of the trumpet to prepare and hasten to the battle of 
God. 4. Jehovah’s private message to the prophet, stating the nature of his provi-~ 
dential dispensation till the time of the battle. 5. A prophetic vision of the battle 
under the similitude of the destruction of a vineyard on the very eve of vintage. 
6. A view of the field of battle, with the armies and their principal leader, abandon- 
ed, unburied, to birds and beasts of prey. 7. The American nation, uniting with 
the friends of ...... of all nations, in presenting the Jews wonderfully changed, es 
an oblation to God of the first fruits of men, in Mount Zion. 


His translation, (for the Bible translation will not suit his pur- 


pose altogether, although he acknowledges ‘alterations and cor- 


rections—not always improvements,”*) is as follows : 


NEW TRANSLATION. 


1.'Ho! the land of the overshadowing wings, that lies beyond the rivers of Cush. 

2. That sendeth ambassadors by sea, and in vessels of reeds on the face of the 
waters. Swift messengers, go ye te a nation, dispersed and pillaged, to a people 
under terror in the very extreme, a nation of expectation, of expeciation and trodden 
down, whose country rivers have spoiled ! 

3. All ye inhabitants of the world, and all ye that dwell on earth, when the 
standard is lifted upon the mountains, look ye! and when the trumpet is sounded, 
listen ye! 

4. Then thus did JEHovan say to me: I will sit still now, and I will look intent- 
ly from my habitation, like serene heat after bright sunshine, and like a dewy cloud 
in the heat of harvest. 

5. But while the harvest was passing away, when the bud had become per- 
fect, and the blossom had changed into the juicy grape: he cut down the luxn- 
riant branehes with pruning hooks; he removed the standard vine: he cut in 
pieces ! 

6. They abandon them promiscuously to the eagle of the mountains, and to the 
beasts of the field. On Him the eagle of the mountains is glutted; even on HIM 
all the beasts of the field insultingly riot! 

7. At that time shall a present be brought to Jenovaun of hosts of a people dis- 
persed and pillaged, even of a people under terror in the very extreme, a nation of 
expectation, of expectation and trodden down, whose country rivers have spoiled— 
fe the place of the name of JEHovan of hosts—monnt Zion. 


He next proceeds with his notes and illustrations. 


VERSE 1. 


Notes and illustrations. 

Ho! the land. This is an earnest claim on her attention, and not as, in our trans- 
lation, an imprecation. The scope and spirit of the address breathes nothing but 
friendship and confidence. {n this sense it is employed by the prophet himself, chap. 
lv. 1. “Ho every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters.” The word in the original 
is employed in scripture, to give utterance to any violent agitation of mind, excited 
by apprehension of danger, or produced by strong aversion or desire: 


* Introduction, p. &. 
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The first difference of our author from the Bible translation is 
the rendering the word. “x Oey. We will first settle the general 
meaging of this word, before we consider its particular intention in 
our text. On acursory view of the preceding chapters of Isaiah, 
the word occurs thirteen times, in all which places it is correctly 
rendered /Vo, the sense of the subject requiring it to be so trans- 
lated. In the succeeding chapters we find the same word used 
nine times, and, as in the former, it always is required to be un- 
derstood Wo. Why then shall we render it otherwise in the te~t 
under censideration? Forsooth, because the twenty-third time the 
prophet uses the word, in chap. lv. |. the English Bible has it Ho. 
But let me ask, is it not even here ejaculated by the prophet as a 
ery of pain, and nota call for attention? The prophet is in pain 
because, as he in another place beautifully expresses himself, he is 
calling continually on the world, giving them “ Line upon line, 
precept upon precept, here a little, and there a little ;” continual- 
ly writing, continually teaching, without any apparent attention 
of the world towards him or his interesting subject ; is it any won- 
der that the prophet, in bitterness of heart, involuntarily ejaculates 
‘‘Wo! Go to the water all who thirst, Wo! all who thirst go to 
the water.” And the prophet does not here, any more than in 
the text under consideration, pronounce a wo, an execration, on 
those who thirst, or on the country shadowed with wings; but in 
both places ejaculates. an involuntary cry of a painful sensation | 
within him : in our text it arises from his knowledge of the troubles 
the world will experience in the great and wonderful day of the 
Lord, which he had in full view before him, and is in this pro- 
phecy treating of. 

I can see no sufficient reason thus arbitrarily to change the sig- 
nification of a word from its general, usual, and common accepta- 
tion. Let the Hebraist notice “ to the” in the Bible translation 
is in Italics supplied; the original is yx *® and which is Wo! 
Land shadowed, &c.; so that the speaker may not mean Wo to 
the Land, but may be calling to the distant friendly country 
which may be in happier circumstances. Wo! as a cry of mise- 
ry for the pain and trouble the world, even the Jews also, are ex- 
periencing from the war of Gog, and the religious persecution of 
the eld world. But let us suppose that the word Wo means an 
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execration ; then the prophet intends “ Wo to all who thirst far 
the want of the Word of God.” And he commands them “Go to 
the waters,” i. e. study the word of God ; and if any should excuse 
themselves, saying they were poor, he continues, ‘Go buy and 
eat, go buy wine and milk without price and without money.” 
‘The word will be given gratis to the poor, without money and 
without price ; at allevents go. Surely ......ian divines need not 
be told at this day that this is the way Jews have explained the 
text, aud this leaves them without excuse; they have not the least 
colour of reason to translate the word 4x Oey, Oh, or Ho, for it 
always ineans wo, and it will by and by appear that, aecording to 
our author’s plan, it must of necessity be translated Wo, even if it 
is ap execration in the text under consideration. Whether “ the 
seope and spirit of our text breathes nothing but friendship and 
confidence,” will shortly appear. In truth I would wish te explain 
it so, but if it is to be translated with the explanation of our author, 
I fear it will be impossible so todo. We will however try what 
canbe done. He proceeds : 


Land of the overshadowing wings.] This is evidently designed, to point out a 
country, distinguished by the appendage of wings, either literal or metaphorical. 
Persons and places, are frequently represented in scripture by some of their appro- 
priate qualities. Pharaoh, in allusion to the Crocodile of his Nile, is called the 
dragon of the river. The princes of Moab are called Bulls of Bashan, on account 
of the distinguished breed of cattle that were reared in that noble district. Alexan- 
der of Macedon, from his nerve in exertion, from his capriee, and from the rapidity 
of his motions, guided more by love of fame than by thirst of blood, is styled by 
Daniel the HE Goat of Macedonia. Out Saviour describes the Roman armies, by 
eagles, from the figure of that bird which decorated their marching Legions, their 
battles and their camp. Rome, because built on seven celebrated hills, is named 
the beast with seven heads. . Guided by these analogies, we may fairly infer, that 
the country addressed will probably be distinguished by a bird with wide spread- 

ing wings painted on her national standards, or by the features of the country 
which in the vision met the prophet’s eye and awakened his poetic imagination. 

Near the close of the eighteenth century, a nation emerged on the eastern shore 
of the American continent, that chose an eagle with expanded wings for her nation- 
al ensign. The Persian conqueror and the Roman Republic. adopted the same bird 
to distinguish their respective standards. But their eagles represented that winged 
bird in hostile attitude, and eager for the prey. The American eagle, without one 
unfriendly feature, extends her wings for the protection of her own nation, and of- 
fers a shelter for the persecuted of all the nations of the earth. Armed on one side 
with the branch of peace extended, and on the other whith the weapons of her 
aborigines, she is prepared for defence and not for agression. Happy nation, dids; 
thou understand the language of this emblem, and didst theu follow its instruction. 
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_ The standard and the genius of the nation happily harmonize. History records 
no other government, that has been established solely for the protection of the 
governed, and the refuge of the stranger. America is the only nation en earth that 
invites persons of all countries, of all languages, of all religions, of all complexions, 
habits and manners, to repair to her standard, to settle on her soil, and to share, 
without degrading distinctions, in all her invaluable privileges. Other nations, al- 
most without exception, dread, hate, and repel the stranger, and instead of present- 
ing the olive and the wing, meet them with the spear and the sword. 

That our application oi this epithet tothe American nation, is in strict analogy 
to other predictions 0i the same prophet already accomplished, will appear from his 
velebrated description of Cyrus, chap. xlvi. 10,11. God had appointed him by 
prophecy as the scourge of Babylon and the deliverer of the captive Jews. He 
produces this decree as proof of his knowledge and foereordination of all future 
events. “ My counsel shall stand and | will do all my pleasure, calling from the 
east an eagle, the man that executeth my counsel from a far country.” Ravenous 
bird, the English version is the description, instead of the name of the bird’ Eagle, 
makes the inspired prophecy exactly agree with Xenophon, the Grecian biographer 
of Cyrus. ‘The historian in his 7th book, informs us, that when the conqueror en- 
tered on this expedition he ordered a golden eagle to be elevated as the standard of 
his army, and under it he destroyed Babylon. The Persian and Hebrew name of 
this bird is “aet,” aud so scrupulous is the historian that he retains the name with 
the addition of the Greek termination os, making it aefos. No one will deny that 
the prediction referred to Cyrus, and was fulfilled in him. It may with confidence 
be asked, can the overshadowing wing, when applied to America, be less intelligible 
than eagle, when applied to Cyrus? V'ifne has rendered the one clear as demonstra- 
tion; time is gradually enlightening the other. 

_ Were it possible tha‘ the eye of the American patriot, who first suggested the 

adoption of the eagle, as the ensign of his country, or even those who concurred in 
the device, should meet and approve of these remarks, astonishment and serious re- 
flection must be excited. Full and frank must be their acknowledgment, that with 
no more knowledge of the prophecy of JEnovan, or of intention of fulfilling it, 
their selection was made, than Cyrus had, when, from accidential suggestion, he 
constructed his golden eagle. 


The latter part of these remarks may be somewhat forced, but 
in general much less might have been said on this part of the 
verse. It has a peculiar fitness as a figure for the North Ame- 
rican States; for it not enly stands as a representation of the 
American Eagle, with wings outspread, but Sx tsaltsal stands in 
Hebrew as a figure for shelter and protection. America is truly 
the eoun.ry which shelters and protects under the wings of its 
Eagle the oppressed of all nations: it is the asylum of the op- 
pressed. 

That lies beyond the rivers of Cush.| This part of the deseription ascertains the 


situation and distance of the country addressed. Cush was the eldest son of Ham. 
His descendants appear, in the tenth chapter of Genesis, to have oceupied the regions 
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vound aneient Babylon, on the streams of the Euphrates, and soon after the flood, 
became numerous and powerful. Ata very early period not recorded in history, a 
colony of this family emigrated, and settled on the shores of the Arabian Gulf, and 
on the waiers of the Upper Nile, and were known in scripture by the appellation of 
Cushites: but by the Greeks and Romans, they were called Ethiopians. 

Meroe, surrounded by the waters of the Nile, the Atapas and the Astobaros, their 
capital city, lay south-west of Jerusalem, and in the days of Isaiah, terminated on 


the west the geographical knowledge of the Jews, and by them was accounted 
the ends of the earth. 


On passing these rivers, the most extensive and frightful desert in the world com- 
mences, and continues without intermission for nearly three thousand miles, till it 
reaches the shores of the Atlantic. In that immense ocean of sand, no civilized na- 
tion, no commercial streams, ever did, or can exist. Beyond this, in the same di- 
rection then, this winged nation must be sought. 


Guided by the prospective view of the prophet, we pass the wide Atlantic wave. 
On reaching its western shore, anew and then unknown world is discovered. 

Our author will never make out America to be the country 
while he talks of Meroe, Nile, Atapas, and the Astobaros, and 
south-west of Jerusalem. tle has already led us so far south that 
we are near the line, and must make considerable north before we 
can reach even the great desert, which he will have us cross be- 
fore we can be permitted to embark on the Atlantic for America. 
Ethiopia, if Cush means Ethiopia the country so called, he will 
leave the whole continent of America to the northward ; for a di- 
rect line from Jerusalem, through the northernmost part of Ethio- 
pia on Mercator’s map will pass our hemisphere south of Cape 
Horn. He must come back and take a new start from Jerusalem 
westward. I will lead him a more direct route. Cushem is a gene- 
ral name, and not only means Ethiopians, but Moors also ; and the 
Jews were better acquainted with the Africans of Barbary, than 
with the Ethiopians proper. We will therefore embark at Jaffa, 
yun down the Mediterranean due west, land in Algiers; and 
from thence westward to the town of Fez, on the Atlantic, where 
some vessels, (but I shall not agree to trust a vessel made of reeds 
or bulrushes) may take us a due west course, and land us at 
Charleston in South-Carolina. There were no doubt rivers in 
Barbary which the Jews were in the habit of visiting in the days 
of Isaiah. 

Iam not very learned, but perhaps such a town as ancient Troy 
was then in being. The advantages of this route are several ; 
first, the prophet with an eye of vision might have seen America 

















; ae 


THE JEW. 325 


in a direet line without taking such an amazing zig zag course : 
secondly, it is the direct route to go to America, and is the way 
vessels must go, through the Straits of Gibraltar, which is itself 
passing the westernmost bounds of their knowledge of geopraphy, 
the rivers of Barbary into the Atlantic: thirdly, we shall avoid 
sailing across the frightful desert of Zaara, and which with all the 
modern improvements in navigation, has never yet been, neither 
does it appear likely it ever will be, undertaken. And I would 
also notice that the word +73 Vahar not only means river, but 
also light, enlightened 777) Voy yow Sx let not the Light shine, 
Job iii. 4.; again, 73) vinaharu, and they were enlightened, 
Ps. xxxiv. 6. 5 : 

In this sense the text may mean a country situated beyond the 
utmost bounds of the light or knowledge of the African navigators, 
and should be translated, ‘“ Which is beyond the light or know- 
ledge of Africa.” The Africans near the Straits at this day had 
the greatest knowledge of navigation: in other language, beyond 
the pillars of Hercules—the straits of Gibraltar. Another mean- 
ing of the word 7) Nahar is to flow ; and this is the first form, be- 
cause from the flowing together of waters is caused rivers, and from 
the flowing together of nations in trade, causes knowledge or light 
in science. Examp. 04137 99 os 1973) and all nations shall flow unto 
it, Is. ii. 2.; again, 7 21 5X 73 and they shall flow together to 
the goodness of the Lord, Jer. xxxi. 12. In this sense of the word, 
the translation should stand thus: a country situated beyond the 
centre of the trading parts of Africa. I ought to mention that the 
word for Africa, as a general name, is Cush. Thus I have done 
all for our author I am able, to lead him in a direct course to the 
United States. We will now proceed with the work. 

Which sendeth Ambassadors by sea.| This is the third descriptive feature in the 
character of the country, that JEHovan addresses. The term ambassador, as Bp- 
Horsley observes, includes commercial as well as political agents. America is dis- 
tinguished for the number of the agents that she employs in both capacities. Every 
other nation, ancient or modern, with whose history or manners we are acquainted, 
could, and actually did, send their ambassadors by land. The ancient Romans and 
Carthagenians, the British, the Danes, and others of the same description, furnish ne 
exceptions. They sent ambassadors over narrow arms of the sea only, a passage 
generally performed in the space of a few hours. Recent attempts of the British 


and French, to send ambassadors by sea, to China, proved unsuccessfnl, and had they 
succeeded, they might have been sent by land. 
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America is the only nation on earth, which cannot send her ambassadors to any 
civilized or commercial nation, or state, but by sea. She is constantly despatching 
ambassadors to various countries, in this channel. She has hardly attained the 
thirtieth year of her national existence, and in the number of her ambassadors, she 
is scarcely exceeded by the oldest and most powerful nations of the world. 


In this explanation I must acknowledge I willingly agree with 
our author. America appears to be the country to which the de- 
scription of the prophet thus far suits. 


And in vessels of reeds, on the face of the waters.| This is the fourth and last dis- 
criminating characteristic of this distant nation. The preceding respected her com- 
mercewith foreign nations; this regards the manner of internal intercourse among 
her own citizens. 

No country in the world is more favoured with navigable waters for light vessels, 
than America ; and none of equal population, employs them in greater number on 
the faee of their streams. Her rivers with their various ramifications, spread over 
the face of the whole country, and visit every corner of her extensive territory. In 
every direction we find the boatman wafting the produce of her soil, to her different 
emporiums. Her inland seas, sufficiently capacious and deep, to float the larges na- 
vies of the globe, are, with their tributary streams, wonderfully extensive, and inti- 
mately connected with each other. Majestic as her rivers and lakes are, they are 
rendered inaccessible in a great measure to every foreign sail. This will perpetuate 
and increase her internal navigation, and secure to her the name of the country of 
the Canoe, through future ages. 

Vessels of reeds.| In Egypt, whose canals were shallow and her rivers rapid, ves- 
sels of reeds, were constructed to surmount these impediments. Isaiah had probably 
seen these vessels, or at least had heard them described. In his vision, when he 
saw the American waters, covered with her bark canoes, and light batteaux, which 
so much resemble the vessels of the Nile, he calls them by the same name—vessels 
of Bulrushes. 

The whole of the American land, from the St. Lawrence to the Mississippi, and 
from the ocean to Ontario, and her sister lakes, exhibits her numerous waters, all 
alive by the number and variety of her swift sailing vessels. This species of com- 
munication is in rapid growth, and the time is probably not far distant when her 
statesmen, her judges, her merchants, and her travellers, shall employ no other vehi- 
cle, to convey them to their seats of legislation, of justice, and of commerce. 

Of all the nations and states that have risen, and flourished, and sunk, fer the 
space of twenty-five hundred years, to none of them can the preceding marks be ap- 
plied with propriety. All expositors acknowledge this. To the American nation, 
every one of them may be applied with an aptitude, the most astonishing and exact. 
The nation addressed must be America. The proof which it furnishes for the truth 
of prophecy, is new and beautiful. The prescience of God, in events and circum- 
stances the most minute, and apparently the most fortuitous, ought to appal the 
heart of the most obstinate infidel, and dispose him to yield to evidence so clear ;—it 
ought to confirm the confidence and faith of every pious believer ! 


This is too much forced. The text requires us to understand, 
that these ambassadors are sent over the waters of the sea; and 
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when particular despatch is required, even in a particular kind of 
vessels, called by our author, vessels of reeds or bulrushes. Now 
this is to the full as bad as the leading us a dance from Judea 
dewn the Red Sea to the Arabian Gulf, into Ethiopia, over the 
Mountains of the Moon, across the great desert of Zaara, to the 
Atlantic ocean : thence to the United States. ‘ And in vessels of 
REEDS!” The American ambassadors have hitherto sailed in 
what Europeans may if they please sportively eall fir built Fri- 
gates: “ Vessels of reeds,” is rather a mean figure for American 
Frigates. Our author sees this, and how does he get over the 
difficulty? Thus: “ This, (says he,) regards the manner of in- 
ternal intercourse among her own citizens.” And he dexterously 
turns nomenciator, and calls America, ‘tbe country of the canoe.” 
And is obliged to place the prophet in a terrible dilemma: 
*¢ Isaiah had probab'y seen these vessels, or had heard them de- 
scribed. In his vision, when he saw the American waters, cover- 
ed with her Bark Canoes, and light Batteaux, which so much re- 
sembled the vessels of the Nile, he calls them by the same name— 
vessels of bulrushes.”.-———-Handsomely done: the prophet made 
a mistake! After this “let the weak say I am strong.” Seripture 
prophecies can now be easily explained; for if a difficulty comes 
in our way, in a description, we have only to find some distant 
resemblance, and throw. the fault of its not being plainer, on the 
prophet. He mistook ! he was used to, or had heard of, bulrush 
vessels, and mistook the bark canoes and light batteaux for such : 
But the prophet was inspired, and consequently infallible!!| No 
matter! the Holy Spirit which inspired him, made a mistake!!! 
But there is another difficulty: The enlightened American Na- 
~tion who send ambassadors by. sea, do not at all use the Bark Ca- 
noe. The use thereof is gone with the Aborigines ; and we nei- 
ther see Indians nor bark canoes. The Steam-Boat has taken its 
place; and these are not altogetier vessels of Bulrushes or Cane. 
Had our author kept “a steady eye on the prophet in his manner 
as well as in his expression,” this would not have happened. The 
prophet says, and in vessels of 821 Gomey, translatéd in the Bi- 
‘ble Bulrushes. Né&wv this word has three meanings; the first is 
20 drink, io swallow, principally the hurried drinking of a very 
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thirsty being ; there is no word in the English language that comes 
near its meaning ; it means to drink in hurry and profusion: to 
guzzle will hardly answer, but comes nearest to it—the greedy 
swallowing of drink. 

The second meaning is to impress—a powerful, a strong im- 
pression, made for the purpose of forcing onward in a forward di- 
rection, such as is made by the fiery war-horse with his hoofs in 
the earth, in his hurry and rage to get to the battle. sory wy 2 
yx “Wath fierceness and rage he impresseth the ground.” Job 
xxxix. 24. Here the word impresseth is xp» yegamey. (The 
bible translates this word ‘ he swalloweth ;’’ now no horse ever 
swallowed the ground.) Jarchi says 19292 ny nw He maketh pits 
with his feet: deep impressions or tracks with his hoof. Ac- 
cording to the force of the inrpression of the hoofs of the war- 
horse on the ground, or on the face of the earth, his body is im- 
pelled : and here with a like motion on the face of the waters, 
are these vessels propelled swiftly forward. 

The third meaning is Bulrushes, as in the bible translation in 
our text, &c. Now, we may not expect vessels fitted for the navi- 
gation of the Atlantic Ocean, will ever be made of bulrushes, or 
cane; neither can we suppose, with our author, the prophet erred 
in vision ,and mistook the timber the vessels were made of, (God 
forbid.) I would rather look for an appropriate and lucid de- 
scription by the prophet, of the kind of vessels which should car- 
ry these messengers: he calls them op ‘25 Sy xna > and which 
1 have shown means vessels impelled by impressions made on the 
face of the water, as the horse propels himself forward by the im- 
pression made by his feet on the earth. 

Whatever power may cause the motion of the wheels of boats, 
whether steam of high or low pressure, horse power, or otherwise, 
such vessel is aptly described by the words used by the prophet— 
vessels impressing on the face of the waters—this is certainly the 
power causing the vessel to move swiftly forward ; whatever pow- 
er causes the wheels to revolve, it is they should give the name to 
the vessels. ‘The prophet saw the vessels in vision; he saw the 
manner of their motion was other than the usual method of sail- 
ing ; whereas the vessels propelled in the usual manner were acted 
on in the air—these acted on the face of the water, and by im- 
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pressions made thereon by the buckets, in a forcible manner pro- 


pelled them; and he calls them ‘ vessels impressing on the face of 
the water.’ 


VERSE 1. 


Notes and tllustrations. 

Here a new scene is introduced. Without any previous notice or exp) anatiei. 
Jehevah abruptly withdraws the eye and attention of the prophet from the country 
and its description, and directs them to a more interesting subject. Persons in the 
habit and attitude of messengers, present themselves prepared and ready to receive 
the charge, and commission of their King. In the hearing and view of the prophet, 
he addresses them in these solemn and rapid accents! 

Swift Messengers, go ye.| Angels or messengers, the epithet in the text, is employ- 
ed in scripture to designate agents despatched by God, from heaven, with messages 
of mercy to men, or those ministers of religion whom he qualifies and cals to in- 
struct sinners in the way of salvation. Messengers of the former kind were fre- 
quently sent to Abraham, and to Jacob, to prophets and apostles in everyage. By 
this name also, our Saviour, in each of his letters to the Asiatic churches, addresses 


their respective Pastors or Bishops. ...... himself, when in the execution of his 
prophetical office, is called also by the same name. Malachi, when closing the 
canonof the Old Testament, promises ...... and his forerunner, under this appel- 


lation. “ Behold, { will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before 
me; and JEHOVAH, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, the messen- 
ger of the covenant in whom ye delight.” 


The persons who receive the charge in the text, we may therefore conclude, are 
American Clergymen, whom God by his grace shall qualify, and in his providence 
raise up, for engaging in a work, on which his heart has long beenset. Blessed are 
they, who shall be called! 

‘¢ Here a new scene is introduced. Without any previous notice 
or explanation,” &c. But why shall we snppose this is the intro- 
duction of a new scene, siuce we have no notice or explanation of 
such an intention, and since it is not irreconcilable to the old scene ? 
The prophet at first introduces us to an acquaintance with a dis- 
tant nation (the United States) who he describes as 2 people who 
send ambassadors by sea on distant voyages in very light vessels, 
which are impelled by, impressions or tramplings ; and in this . 
verse he continues the subject, rehearsing to us to whom these 
ambassadors will be sent: they will receive instruction to go to 
a Nation dispersed and plundered—the Hebrew is um Jwox 
There is no controversy, but here the prophet intends the Jews, 
who are a scattered people, a people who have been plucked or 
peeled—plundered by all nations. ‘‘ A people in terror in the ex- 
treme.” ANIM NIT} from that time onward is the literal transla- 
tion: that is, from the time they became a people, and ever after 
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the workings of God towards them, or with them, was wonderful. 
“A nation of expectations ;” the Hébrew is 1p 1p 12 The bible 
translates this “A nation meted out.” Now the words \p.\p has 
in truth two meanings: first, it is a line or measure ; in this sense 
it app lies to the Jewish nation, who receive their punishment 
for their sins by measure, by line, double for all their sins : * But 
first will L recompense you double for all your siiis,” and therefore 
is the word ‘p repeated 19 13 Kav Kav, a doubie measure. 

The second sense is iis expectation, and im this sense it ap- 
plies with equa! force to the Jews, who have always been a nation 
of expectation, continually hoping, trusting, and 1 aaginailies en- 
largement, but still have been trodden wnon by ail. 

“Whose country the rivers have spoiled.” The rivers, that is, 
the kings of the werld, the conquerers, have ever spoiled the coun- 
try of the Jews, as our author explains the text. But here again 
out author has not kept “a ey eye on the prophet in his man- 
ner as well as in his expression :” The prophet says yo ow INt2 
The word 1x:2 certainly means they have plundered, that is, 
taken as a prize, a spoil; ‘but never signifies ave marred :— 
But our author says, “ The very soil of thy hills and of thy val- 
Jeys have been torn up with the inundation, and has disappear- 

ed”—and this ! sll he does not use figuratively ; for he says, 
same page— ‘They have literally spoiled the land’’—-consequent- 
ly he must mean the land is marred, is nought; there is no soil 
either on the hills or in the valleys. Misinform skdisa man! The soil 
as well as the climate is even now of the first quality. Cultivation, 
with God’s blessing, is 2!] that is wanting to make it “the glory 
of all lands.” The eyes of her own sons, with God’s peace, would 
soon change the face of things. Can we expect fruitiu!ness with- 
out pains? and what pains will men take in cultivation, when he 
that sows knows not that he shali reap the field? The Arab is a 
robber, who will not succumb to the Turkish government: they 
rove about the country in clans, plundering when they can. In 
return, the ‘Turk often pays them in kind; the harvest of the one, 
and the cattle of the other, are continually subject to spoil. The 
country, in consequence, generally lays waste, but in that part 
wherein the ‘Turk finds it his immediate interest to observe good 


government, and a strong protecting force, {in the Pachalic of 
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Jerusalem,) no country in the world is more fruitful and pro- 
ductive ; there is no lack of any good thing; all tropical fruits 
grow there to perfeetion ; they have of their own raising, all the 
produce of the Temperate, as well as the Torrid Zones : and if my 
information is correct, the ......ian, as well as the Jew, have the best 
wine for a trifling consideration. But they must manufacture it 
themselves ; the Turk will have none of it: he only brings the 
grapes to market ; so that the land is not spoiled, not marred; and 
therefore the word 1s58 ought to have been rendered, his country ; 
whose country rivers have plundered. Rivers is figuratively put 
in scripture for Rulers. ‘ Refuse the waters of Shiloa which go 
softiy, and rejoice in Rezin and Remalias’ Sen.”—Jsa. Here the 
government of the King of Judah er house of David, is spoken of 
as the river Shiloa.—Again, ‘ the waters of the River strong and 
many, even the King of Assyria, and all his hosts.” —Jsa. 

With our author’s complaints against the intolerance and pride 
of the prelacy of England—his address to the New-England 
churches—or with his recommendation of the study of Hebrew, 
I have but little to do; but in regard to the following recom- 
mendation to what he calls Jewish Missionaries— 

To these let burning zeal, and charitable and holy affections be added, with dis- 
interested generosity, and we may soon expect the downfall of Jewish infidelity— 
Jerusalem inhabited—and Zion rising from the dust in more than primeval 
splendour. 

I must pray. May God guard the Jews from ......ian Burning 
ZEAL—wofully have we felt its heat! As to the downfall of 
Jewish infidelity, be assured, merciful sir, the affections of burning 
zeal will not convert Jews. O God! deliver thy only One from 
the power of the Dog.* 

As to the wicked charge of “ infidelity,” I will not return re- 
viling with reviling, but rather follow our author, who returns to 
his subject, reverting to the word “* swift.” 

Swift.| The import of this epithet, it is not easy, perhaps it is impossible yet ac- 
eurately to ascertain. It is probable from the spirit of the text, that the call will 
be instantaneous, and at a season when the circumstances of the Jews shall have be- 


come critical. Speed and exertion will then become absolutely necessary, and that 
@n a high degree. 


* The Spirit of persecution. 
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it may have a special reference to the ardour and external accomplishments oi 
the missionaries. ‘They shall partake of the spirit of the primitive preachers of the 
gospel, as they engage in similar labours. 


Wo! and alas! Ourauthor has got himself into a miserable 
plight! He has again got into a situation from which | fear I cannot 
extricate him. That ugly word “ swft” will not suit ......ianish nor 
Jewish missionaries ; for in truth they are no ways swift at conver- 
sion, particularly Jewish missionaries: They are rather swift 
to undertake, but slow to perform. ‘The American Society’s mis- 
sonaries pocket their salaries swift enough, but make no prose~ 
lytes. - Blessed be the Lord for his mercies! Whatever may be 
the reason, our author knows swiftness will not suit them as a 
characteristic. As to the “ special reference,” they are aiixious to 
be employed, indeed, and whatever may be their accomplishments, 
they ‘‘ partake of the spirit” of “ deep sleep,” and their labour is 
fruitless, and slow enough. But our author supposes they “ may 
be called swift from the rapidity and ease with which they are 
conveyed— 


Messengers may be called swift, from the rapidity and ease with which they are 
conveyed. In this view, it may have respect to the naval vessels which distinguish 
their country, and are so well adapted for aiding them in every part of their destined 
employment. 

All this may answer, if the messengers are the ambassadors in 
the fore part of the second verse spoken of; the political mes- 
sengers or ambassadors who usually go in the fastest sailing ves- 
sels of the American navy; but not for missionary priests, who go 
in no such vessels. 

Perhaps it would be advisable in the missionary society, or 
American Society for meliorating the condition of the Jews, in or- 
der ‘that it may be fulfilled,” as they would wish to have it, to 
make application to Congress to give up the American navy to 
the ......ian Protestant missionary and converting societies ; at 
least to issue instructions to the several naval commanders, to 
obey the requisitions of such societies, for the purpose of convey- 
ing their Angels to the diflerent distant parts of the world. This 
last would be much the cheapest way for the societies, since Con- 
gress would have to furnish and maintain the crews, keep the ves- 
sels, &c. &c, &e. 
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"It would be well if, in the proposed requisition or application to 
Congress, (for it cannot be expected their High Mightinesses will 
petition,) particular stress was laid, on the naval vessels being 
* so well adapted for aiding them in every part of their distant 
employment.” {think Congress will not refuse so reasonable a 
request; at least they will treat it with becoming deference and 
respect, and without doubt give it all the consideration it deserves. 

But as it is possible Congress may not be as accommodating as 
eould be wished; in which case swift will in no way or manner 
be a characteristic of missionary priests; some other method 
must by and by be discovered to make it apply ; and our author, 
wishing to get himself out of the terrible dilemma, is willing to 
leave it to posterity ; for he says, ‘‘ The import of this epithet, it 
is not easy, perhaps it is IMPOSSIBLE yet accurately to ascer- 
tain.” Is itimpossible? Is it not rather easy accurately to ascer- 
tain the import of this word translated “ swift,” if applied to these 
ANGELS of missionaries ? Alas! it is possible—it is easy ; but 
tell it not in Gath!” This word overturns the whole visionary mis- 
sionary scheme of our ingenious aud learned author. This word 
obliges us to translate "x Oey, WO !—Yes, even makes it an eze- 
cration; and it must read * Wo to the Land,” as translated in the 
Bible ; and our learned author saw this, and it is this causes him 
to cringe and writhe in the agony and despair of a Miltonian 
Angel. He well knows op Kalem, the word translated Swift, 
has other meanings, and which he knew well the wicked, wicked, 
INFIDEL Jews would apply to....... ianish missionaries, such as 
are sent to them atleast. The root of this word is op Kalal, and 
means, Ist. ¢o curse, and Dp Kalem, is the masculine plural form. 
‘Then the text must read “ Go ye accursed missionaries,” &c, and 
it is not a command given in love to them, but a defiance, daring 
them to go! 

The second meaning is light, frivolous, despised—in either of 
which senses it is as strong as the first, and would read in English, 
“Go, ye frivolous, despicable missionaries,” &c. In this sense 
again it is a defiance to the missionaries to go to the Jews. 

The third and last meaning is, as I believe, correctly translated 
in the Bible ** swift.” and is a discriminate characteristic of the 
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political ambassadors of the United States, who are swift in their 
duties. ‘They may be called “ swift, from the rapidity and ease 
with which they are conveyed.” ‘To them all this will apply. 
But how these vessels are to aid the missionaries “ in every part of 
their destined employments,” remains yet to be shown. Are they 
to be taken to ‘the central and eastern regions of Asia,” round 
or over “ mountains that reach the clouds ?’—Are they to carry 
the missionaries, or be carried by them ? 

To a nation dispersed.] Jews may be found in every climate, from the burning 
line to the frozen pole, under every government, free and despotic, among persons of 
every religious denomination—Hindoo, Moslem, ......ian, without suffering the least 
change of national character. 

Physiologists deseribe an animal of a singular nature, which when cut in pieces, 
every section becomes a complete polypus, perfect in every respect as the originat 
body. The Jew is a polypus in the moral world. Divided and subdivided, united 
or separated, this mation appears in every section, in every assemblage, completely 
Jewish. 

This stability ofdisposition formed no part of their original character. Never 
was there a people, previous to this prophecy, more fickle, or more prone to imitate 
the manners of their neighbours, and to adopt their government and religion. No 
remonstrance, no correction, could restrain or reclaim them. Fickleness produced 
their corruption, their ruin, their dispersion. God has now enstamped on them 2 
new character. ‘ It it designed as a sign, that he intends to collect and reconcile them 
again without schism into one national body, under Messiah their head. 

Gentlemen of the American Society for meliorating the condi- 
tion of the Jews—Ladies and Gentlemen of the pretended auxiliary 
Jewish Societies—read the foregoing, and “ consider thy ways in 
the valley.” You would rob us of “ this stability of disposition,” 
and whieh you are obliged to allow “ GOD has now enstamped” 
on us; and which you farther allow, ‘ is designed as a sign that 
he (God) intends to collect and reconcile us again, WITHOUT 
SCHISM, into one national body.” Be assured then, your toil, 
your labour, is vain is wicked !—you work against God! He has 
endowed us with a patience to suffer, to bear obloquy, hatred, and 
contempt—a courage, a strength of mind, and firmness of intel- 
lect sufficient to discover the weakness of your arguments—a sta- 
bility of disposition, able to withstand all your persuasions—hold 
to the truth, and despise all resentments. 

On our account therefore there is no fear, no apprehension— 
we never shall amalgamate with the world—we never shall change 
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our religion, and become ...... ian. GOD has said, “ Ye shall not 
commit this abomination, above all your wickedness.” 

But my dear fellow citizens—my sisters and brothers of the 
human family—can you think God will leave unpunished so dar- 
ing an opposition to his acknowledged determination ; For your 
own sakes—for the well being of your immortal souls—let me be 
permitted to exhort you to reconsider your doings. Even accord- 
ing to your own comfession, you are working against the express 
will of God !—that God whom you would be thought to serve.— 
Again I say consider, if you would save your souls alive, eonsi- 
der what spirit ye are of—‘ Repent and turn to Gop for the legth- 
ening of your tranquillity.” O, my friends, despise not the call 
now made on you, lest the text read as it is translated, ‘* Wo,” 
wo to the land! Would you be the cause of sorrow to our belov- 
ed country? You cannet wish to give ita single pang—it is your 
Zion, and should be that of your children. Will you then, with 
your eyes open to the enormity and evil consequence of your 
crime, continue to oppose the determination of God ? You appear 
to know his will, yet seem determined to do all in your power to 
oppose it! Weak, pusillanimous mortals, ye oppose the EVER- 
LASTING ROCK !—you array yourselves in opposition to what 
you acknowledge is not only the will, but the determination of the 
God of all Spirits, “in whose hand is the soul of all the living, and 
the spirits which animate the flesh of all men!” What superlative 
folly !—what obstinate temerity !—what mad infatuation !—what 
judicial blindness! Men of reason! what have you done? what 
crime have you committed, that ye are given up to so perverse a 
dispositson ° 

My beloved fellow creatures, withhold your hands—at least be 
ye still before the God of all worlds—he works his will, and ye 
cannot let it. “The GGD OF HEAVEN will raise up a King- 
dom.” The stone was seen “cut out of the mountain without . 
hands.” ‘That is contrary and in opposition to the will of any 
power that would pretend to help raise it up. Those who wish 
to help him raise the Stone, act in opposition to his determination. 
GOD has not only determined to do it himself, but he has also de- 
termined to do it without hands—without the agency of others. 


t . . . 4 
_ Your doings then, will only bring on you the wo! the punishment 
12 
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those must receive who choose to. oppose his will, and do what in 
them lies to counteract his known, his acknowledged determina-~ 
tion. 


(To be continued. ) 
—={>—— 


DEA’S LETTERS. 
(Continued from page 316.) 


The best metliod, and indeed the only sure guide we have te 
come to the truth, is to examine the prophecies which are cited in 
the New, from the Old Testament, and applied as fulfilled by 
Jesus, and accomplished in him. It is by such an examination 
only, that a true judgment can be formed of their validity, of their 
application and accomplishment ; the prophecies being the only 
criterion by which the Messiah is to be known. It is from them 
alone that his character must be proved ; and we may be most 
certain that such evidence must be, not only superior, but the most 
sure, (as St. Peter expresses it.*) For what in nature can be su- 
perior to plain and clear prophecies delivered to different persons, 
and at different times, all unanimously and uniformly foretelling 
so long before, that which should happen or come to pass ; being 
transactions so very extraordinary that when duly attended to, the 
prophecies compared to the events, evidently, obviously, and liter- 
ally fulfilled and accomplished, must be the highest testimony any 
thing can possibly be capable of. This task is therefore abso- 
lutely necessary, and I with pleasure undertake the examination. 

1. The first prophecy taken from the Old ‘Testament, and ap- 
plied in the New, is that which concerns the conception of Mary, 
and the birth of Jesus from a Virgin; which St. Matthew proves 
by applying a passage out of Isaiah.t ‘* Now all this was done, 
(says he,) that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord 
by the prophet, saying, Behold a virgin shall be with child, aad 
shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emanuel.” } 
Now it happens that the passage cited from Isaiah, according to 
its natural, plain, and obvious meaning, concerns neither the birth 


* 2 Peter, chap. 1. v. 19. T Isaiah, chap. 7. y. 14 
+ Mat, chap. 1. v, 23 
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of Jesus froma virgin, nor the birth of the Messiah at all: this 
being no prophecy, the evangelist citing it, as fulfilled, can prove 
nothing. This will plainly and evidently appear from adue_con- 
sideration of the prophet’s design and intention in the sign, and 
also from the nature of the sign, by him given to Ahaz, which was 
on the following occasion, viz—In the days of Ahaz, king of Ju- 
dah, Rezin, king of Syria, and Pekah, king of Israel, laid siege 
to Jerusalem, but could not prevai!. The two kings being dis- 
appointed, coucluded a new alliance, and with a greater force, 
agree to retarn again to the siege. ‘This confederacy struck great 
panic and terror in the house of David and inhabitants of Jerusa- 
Jem. On this occasion Isaiah was sent by God, to comfort Ahaz, 
and to assure him in his name, that the confederate kings should 
not prevail in their design; and in order to convince Ahaz of its 
certainty, the prophet, in God’s name, tells him to ask a sign of 
him; the incredulous king excuses himself, (under pretence of not 
tempting God.) The prophet, after complaining of the king’s be- 
haviour, tells him that the Lord himself shall give him a sign, (no 
doubt an indisputable, immediate sign, and such an one, as should 
effectually answer the intention and purpose for which it was 
given,) viz: That a young woman, (for so the word Almah signi- 
fies,) should be delivered of a son, whose name should be called 
Emanuel; that before this child should know how to refuse the 
evil, or choose the good, (that is within a very short time,) “The 
Jand which he abhorred should be forsaken of both her kings.* 
Now it is plain as words can make it, that it was to convince Ahaz 
of the truth of the prophet’s prediction, that this sign was given 
him from the Lord ; and the nature of the sign given was most 
certainly calculated and adopted to answer the purpose for which 
it was given, viz: that it might be a proof of and testimony to the 
prophet’s prediction—and so it effectually was; and it must have 
been the greatest absurdity, and contrary to the very intention of 
the sign, to have understood the prophet as St. Matthew does, de- 
scribing here the conception of Mary, and the birth of her son 
Jesus; an event which was not to happen till seven or eight hun- 
dred years after. For how could asign, of so remote or seeret 


* Tsaiah. chap. 7. y. 2.—and 2 Kings, chap. 15. 
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a nature, have eonfirmed Ahaz in the hope and expectation 
which the prophet gave him from the Lord, of the destruc- 
tion of his two grand enemies, within a very short time’ but the 
certain foretelling of a birth of a male child, and the declaring 
that before it should bave any knowledge, both the kings, his ene- 
mies, should be destroyed, appears a proper and well adapted 
sign : because it must have shortly verified the prophet’s prediction. 
But a sign which was not to come to pass till upwards of seven 
or eight hundred years after, could never answer the purpose ; for 
how could it be a sign to the incredulous king, to prove that, which 
was immediately to happen? For the incredulity of Ahaz was the 
occasion of God’s giving him a sign. Bui how could thai sign 
contribute to convince him, unless he saw the accomplishment ? 
And if he disbelieved the promise from God in what was soon to 
to happen, what credit could be expected he should give to an 
event so very remote? would it not be the greatest absurdity for 
a person to foretell a thing as immediately, or soon coming to 
pass, and to give a sign, which should not come to pass for seven 
or eight iundred years after ? when the thing foretold was fulfilled, 
could a sign at that distance be any proof or confirmation of the 
truth of the thing foretold? No, certainly, it must appear useless 
to every person, and rather a banter than a sign, and could only 
serve to add to the incredulity of those concerned. 

On the other hand, nothing can be clearer than that the whole 
transaction was plainly fulfilled in the days of Ahaz, within the 
time limited by the prophet, before the child which was born could 
distinguish good from evil, or in about two years, as is evident 
from sacred history ; for within that time the king of Syria was 
slain, after the taking of Damascus ;* and the king of Israel was 
smitten by Hosea, who rebelled against him.t By which means 
the land which Ahaz abhorred was bereft of both her kings, which 
event fulfilled the prophet’s prediction; for which the prophet’s 
own child, (and not Jesus, as it is pretended,) was given as the. 
sign. 

That it was so, the prophet himself declares, by saying, “‘ Be- 
hold, I and the children whom the Lord hath given me are for 


* 2 Kings, chap. xvi. v. 9. + Thid, chap. xv. v. 30. 
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signs and for wonders in Israel from the Lord of Hosts.”* Thus 
was the sign given to convince Abaz fulfilled, and the whole pro- 
phecy accomplished at that very time, and consequently it excludes 
all their pretentions. The word lmah, rendered Virgin in the 
English Bible, signifies no more than a young woman, whether 
maid, married, or widow. When a virgin is intended, it is always 
expressed by the word Bethulah, which is a proper term for a vir- 
gin; this is evident from the word Bethulah being used for vir- 
gin throughout all Scripture. 

I cannot here forbear observing, how cautiously Father Calmet 
treats, and explains the word Almah. He trifles and imposes on 
his readers, aud endeavours to hide from them, as much as lays 
in his power, its true meaning, by declaring, that, ‘ The He- 
brews had no term that more properly signifies a virgin than 
Almah ;” for though he at last, (and as it were, contrary to his 
inclination,) is forced to confess the contrary. He does it in such 
a manner, as. discovers his glaring chicanery: for he says, ‘It 
must be confessed, without iessening however the certainty of 
Isaiah’s prophecy, that sometimes, by mistake, any young woman 
whatsoever, whether q virgin or not, is called Almah.” Now ob- 
serve: Fi he assures you, that, ‘‘ The Hebrews have no term 
that more properly signifies a virgin, than 4lmah,” which is evi- 
dently false.—Second, when he brings himself to the confession, 
“that any young woman whatsoever” is called by this name, he 
will have it to be by mistake, which is also false —And lastly, for 
fear of prejudicing or lessening the authority of the application of 
Isaiah’s prophecy by St Matthew, he inserts a salvo by which he 
excepts the word in that place, not to mean any young woman 
whatsoever; but that it means a virgin. How vain, nay, how ri- 
diculous are such shifts and evasions.{ Let us return: 

There are many ......ian commentators, both ancient and mo- 
dern, who do justice to this passage of Isaiah, and acknowledge 
that the whole must be literally understood of his own son, who 
was made the sign to Ahaz, and was consequently accomplish- 
ed in his days; and contenting themselves, either with making 


* Tsaiah, chap. vili. v. 18. 
+ Vide. Gen. chap. xxiv. v. 16—Levit. xxi. 3, 13—Dent. xxii. 23, 28, &c. 
t See Calmet Dict. on the word Almah. 
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Isaiah’s son to be a type of Jesus, or with barely contending for 
an accommodation of phrases, made use of here by the Evan- 
gelist. 

Bat as neither of these inventions are of weight, or prove any 
thing, it makes others, (who are not at all pleased with the afore- 
said methods of accounting for the Evangelist’s saying a thing was 
fulfilled when in fact it was not,) endeavour by various shifts and 
wretched evasions, to extend this passage of Isaiah to the miracu- 
lous conception of a virgin,.and birth of Jesus. These always 
take for granted, that the term Alimah means a virgin. Atall this 
you must not be surprised—for on such occasions, let the passage 
be ever so plain, they must endeavour to fix on some other mean- 
ing, and make it out some way or other: This they will always 
do rather than give up a point so essential, and on which they 
place the very foundation of the ......ian religion. 

The authors of the Universal History furnish you with a very 
remarkable instance, who having put their own sense on the pro- 
phecy, that the sceptre should not depart from Judah, till Shiloh 
come to put an end to the kingdom.* ‘They tell you that the de- 
sponding king (Ahaz) ‘could not be ignorant of it; as if the wise 
authors knew, and were certain, that Ahaz ':elieved this prophecy 
of Jacob in the sense given that passage by ......ians, after the esta- 
blishment of ......ianity. When on the contrary, it very evident- 
ly and plainly appears, that the scuse of the whole Jewish church 
and nation, (not excepting even Jesus himself, the Evangelist, and 
Apostles,) who never made nse of, or applied that prophecy in any 
sense whatever, (a plain proof that they never understood it in the 
sense, since giving it,) must even have been against any such ap- 
plication or explanation: For they did always ardently wish for, 
and expect the Messiah, as the greatest blessing and happiness 
that could befall them—Consequently they either did not believe 
Shiloh to be the Messiah; or if they did believe the Messiah to be 
thereby meant, it must have been in a very diflerent sense, since 
the restoring of the kingdom and nation was that which they ex- 
pected at his coming; otherwise, instead of joyfully expecting 
him as the greatest blessing, they ‘would have had cause to dread 


* Universal History, vol. iv. p. 155. 
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his coming. ‘Therefore Ahaz’s fears could never have proceeded 
from that passage; for if he knew any thing of that passage, he 
must have considered it in a differeut sense ; and it is much more 
probable, that he had but little faith in prediction, to which he 
seems to have paid but little regard, as appears from the whole his- 
tory of his life. 

It is surprising therefore, that the learned authors should ex- 
plain this passage by building on so inconsistent and so false a 
foundation ; asserting as they do, ‘ that this Shiloh promised to 
Judah and David, who was to forerun the total excision of the 
Jewish polity, was to be born in a miraculous manner, and with a 
divine character, and other remarkable circumstances.” But all 
this is a mere ramble of the author’s own invention, and has no 
foundation at all, nor any connections with Isaiah’s prophecy ; for 
the authors speak of matters which could not be given fur signs, 
neither to Ahaz nor to any other persons: no, not even to those 
who should live in the time of this pretended muraculous birth. 

Therefore such sigus must have been useless, and consequently 
could answer no purpose at all; for how could that be given for 
a sign, which according to the nature and frame of things, could 
never be made manifest, it being impracticable to evidence the 
Virginity of any woman :—take me right, | am not here speaking 
against the possibility of the thing, that not being the question at 
present; but what I uge is, the uselessness of such a sign: because 
it was of that nature, as made it impracticable to be wrought in 
a manner capable to answer the purp se for which a sign was 
given—that is, conviction. 

I am therefore only clearing and defending the prophet from 
having any such design; for such a sign and miracle, being by 
the nature of things invisivie, could never have been intended as 
a proof of that which should come to pass; the same being actu- 
ally contrary to the manner of God’s performing his miracles on 
all other occasions. For unless they were manifest and public, 
how could they be attended to, or how could the people be con- 
vinced by them ? 

The same objections may also be urged against the conception 
of a woman without the concurrence of a man: the possibility of 
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the thing is not here the question ; but the impossibility of the 
same being made manifest, or evident, is all 1 contend for, and 
which is suflicient for my purpose. I need not urge the different 
accounts given hy Matthew and Luke; from which many objec- 
tions might be made: but there are some expressions, such as, 
‘“‘The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee,”* which I should be glad to have 
explained according to the rules of language ; for as they stand, 
they may possibly introdace into unwary and ignorant minds, 
ideas very unbecoming God, or the Holy Ghost: at least it may be 
thought to give too great a sanction to stories, feigned and in- 
vented by the Heathens, concerning the amours of their gods ; 
with which their poets sometimes diverted themselves: Homer in 
particular, very agreeably exposes Mars and Venus, when Vulcan 
caught them in his net. 

But whether this be so or not, let us now return to the author’s 
of Universal History. They say, “as for that part of the prophecy, 
which is commonly urged on the other side, namely, bef»re this 
wonderful child shall know good from evil, the land which thou 
abhorest shall be forsaken of both her kings.” They think that 
by this ought to be understood, (not the land of Syria and Israel, 
the land which Ahaz abhorred, and which was to be forsaken of 
both her kings, viz. Rezin and Pekah, his two grand enemies, ) 
but the land of Judah and Israel, which should be forsaken of both 
her kings before the coming of the Messiah: this they pretend 
to make out by a new version of the text. How stupid must the 
commentators of so many centuries have been, not to have found 
this? But facts are stubborn things, and the destruction of Rezin 
and Pekah, by violent deaths, within the time limited by the pro- 
phet, puts it beyond dispute whai kings they were which the pro- 
phet meant. 

I must not pass in silence the art which the before-mentioned 
historians make use of to prejudice and blind their readers, by in- 
serting the word WONDERFUL, cited as if it was in the text, 
which only says, * For before the child shall know how to refuse 


Luke, chap. 1. v. 35. See the Kighth Beok of the Odessy 
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the evil and choose the good.”* By this means they endeavour 


‘to make Jesus to be this wonderful child. But supposing the pro- 


phet had said this wonderful child, how could he be proved to be 
so? since it is impossible to do it, either from the conception of a 
woman without the concurrence of man, or from the nature of vir- 
ginity ; both these being hidden and invisible. Had his birth an, 
thing wonderful, or was his person so? As for his birth, for any 
thing that appears, it seems to have been the same as that of other 
babes ; being formed in his mother’s womb, ia tae due course of 
time, and brought forth into the world in the common manuer. 
He does not appear to have been endowed with any thing superior 
to other babes, and he required the same nourishment and nursing ; 
and as to his person, no doubt it was fashioned like other babes ; 
nothing is recorded of any thing extraordinary in his body, be 
that as handsome or perfect as they please. So that in all things 
he appeared like other children that were begat in the comimnou 
way, and he grew in like manner as other children did—no per- 
son, from his fashion or make, ever thought otherwise : From a!! 
which particulars, one with certainty may draw a very fair and pa- 
tural inference, and that is, as he appeared in his birth, shape and 
growth, like other men; so nothing which can be alledged, will 
be sufficient to prove that he was not got by the same usual 
means as others are. 
- This natural inference being founded on facts and oceular de- 
monstration, no evidence can be superior to it, since it must always 
outweigh any other proof, unless it could be made as demonstra- 
ble and visible to our senses: for this reason some ......ians believe 
that he was Joseph’s son; but be that as it may, they can not 
pretend to impose him upon us as a wonderful child, One may 
indeed, with Doctor Echart, admire, and “ see the prefonnd hn- 
mility of our blessed Saviour, who chose not to’descend from 
Heaven with the glories of a triumphant monarch and deliverer, 
but privately to enter into the womb of a mean virgin; from thence 
to be brought forth as an infant; and then to appear in the world 
in the form of the lowest rank of mankind.” + 

1 produce not this passage to make any observations, but only 


* Paiah, chap. vii. y. 16. t Introduce. to Ecc}. History. p. 42, 
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to strengthen what I have asserted, viz. that nothing wonderful, as 
is pretended, appeared, or was visible in him; and that conse- 
quently these historians misrepresent the whole transaction 
which concerns the birth of Isaiah’s child, (as appears from the 
history of those times,) given as a sign to Alaz, which was accom- 
plished in those days: Therefore the Evangelist’s saying, that it 
might be fulfilled, &c. citing this passage, is at most but an ac- 
commodation of phrases, and not that any thing thereby was ful- 
filled. 7 

In like manner we shall find, (as we proceed farther in this ex- 
amination,) many other citations, made and accommodated to 
things which the places from whence cited could have no reference 
to, according to their plain sense and meaning; so that not being 
literaily applied, they can not, therefore, be proof of any thing. 

{ must beg pardon for having troubled you with so long a let- 
ter, and have no other excuse but that it was required from the 
importance of the subject, which drew me to this length, notwith- 
standing I forbore saying and remarking many things, as you may 
easily guess | might have done, on so copious a subject. But I 
shall conclude with one, and that is, that no use was ever made 
by Jesus of his being wonderfully conceived or born, nor offered 
by him as any proof of his being the Messiah—which shows that 
these transactions could not be intended as any proof of him, or 
his oflice, and consequently useless. 


( To be continued. ) 


lp 


EXAMINATION OF ST. MATTHEW. 
Continued from page 297. 
CHAP. XII. Verse 7.—* But if ye had known what thie meapeth, I will have 


mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not have condemed the guiltless.” 

‘J will have mercy, and not sacri- 
fice ;” meaning sacrifice is not necessary in order to the getting 
mercy. Under the law sacrifice was necesssary, but now the law 
is abrogated, and God does no longer require sacrifice, but will 
have mercy without sacrifice. It is however very unfortunate for 
this abrogating position, that the premises are not correct; be- 
cause these words “E will have mercy, and not sacrifice,” are no 
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where so to-be found. Hosea has it thus: “ For I destred mercy, 
and not sacrifice, and the knowledge of God more than burnt of- 
ferings ;” and which means, God desired that men should have 
mercy, (be merciful,) not to be the reverse of merciful, and then 
expect forgiveness of God by offering sacrifice: As much as say- - 
ing, do not be unmerciful is my desire; not to be unmerciful, and 
offer sacrifice in order to forgiveness :—Rather do not sin, and do 
not offer an atonement by sacrifice. 1 delight in your having the 
knowledge of God more than I do in burnt oflering—this does not 
abrogate the law. Hosea speaks of sin against men being unmer- 
ciful ; God will not forgive that (unless reconciliation) by sacrifice. 
Matthew speaks of sin against God, by breaking the Sabbath. 

I shall hereafter revert to this text, but at present we will consi- 
der the following. 

Verses 17 to 21.—That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias, the pro- 
phet, saying, Behold my servant, whom I have chosen; my beloved, in whom my 
soul is well pleased: I will put my Spirit upon him, and he shall show judgment to 
the Gentiles. He shall not strive, ney cry; neither shall any man hear his voice im 
the streets. A bruised reed shell he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench, 
till he send forth judgment uato victory. And in his name shall the Gentiles trust. 

Here again Matthew misquotes. The words as found in Isaiah, 
are— Behold my servant, whom I uphold ; mine elect, in whom 
my soul delighteth ; I have put my Spirit upon him: he shall 
bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. He shall not cry, nor lift 
up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. A bruised reed 
shall he not break, and the smeking flax shall he not quench ; he 
shall bring forth judgment unto truth. He shall not fail nor be 
discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: and the isles 
shall wait for his law.”——Isaiah, chap. xlii. 

Prejudice of early education hath persuaded ......ians that 
Jesus of Nazareth is here intended—that Jesus is the servant—that 
Jesus is the elect—that Jesus did not cry nor lift up—that Jesus 
has not caused his voice to be heard in the street. Now 1 ask, How. 
cau Jesus be the servant, when you hold he is the master, equal 
with God! how can he be his servant? How can Jesus be the 
elect, when he, as you hold, is God, who elects? How can you 
say he did not cry nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in 
the street, when according to you, he went about continually, 
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preaching, teaching, and causing his voice to be heard: ‘he very 
thing he was not to do according to this prophecy, you allow he 
did actually do ; and yet you will have him to be the person who 
did it not! Did he not preach and teach throughout Judea and 
Galilee, in synagogues, in the temple, and in the open air? cen- 
sequently he did cry, lift up, and cause his voice to be heard in 
the street! But whoever or whatever is here intended, as the ser- 
vant, as the elect, is not to be an itinerant preacher! and indeed 
he is not to be God! nor part of the Godhead! So the prophet 
tells us, verse 8, “I am the Lord; that is my name: and my glo- 
ry will I not give to another!” so that the person or persons here 
intended is or are not to have God’s glory, this is servant, elect, 
not God! but he of whom it is said is Gud cannot be here in- 
tended. 

This prophecy appears to be so worded that no advantage can 
pessibly be taken of it by Matthew, and such like him. If you 
will have Jesus to be the servant, he ought to be both deaf and 
blind: verse 19, “ Who is blind, but my servant? or deaf, as my 
messenger that [ sent? who is blind as he that is perfect, and blind 
as the Lord’s servant?” You make that one man the servant; in 
that case he also ought to be the witnesses. Chap. xlii. 10, “Ye 
are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant whom [ have 
chosen.” (elected.) And as to the spirit being put upon him, chap. 
xliv. 3, “I will pour my spirit upon thy seed.” The thing is so 
plain that he that ruus may read; but prejudice as a bribe will 
blind the eyes of the wise or knowing ones. 

(To be continued. ) 


_—— 


TO CORRESPONDENT=. 
Eaquirer is intormed, the realm has peace—Goliath boasts uo Jonger—the kimg 
is thought tobe only achild. To leave hyperbole. It is supposed it was not consi- 
dered PRUDENT to aecept his communicaticn. 


The printed notes of a Sermon are received. It is however a question whether 
it is fair to answer them; they are manifestly loose and incorrectly taken. We 
are also acquainted with the reverend preacher, who it piainly appears knows no- 
thing of the publication —Farther, we have a personal knowledge of the writer, 
who we think has some abilities; and however he is talented, in point of time, lacks 

vrenty years of the age of understanding. 
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